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Maundy Thursday 
6:30 pm, Sanctuary 
UPC Discovery Worship 
 
Good Friday 
March 30, 7:00 pm 
Readings from John 18:1-19: 42 
Rev. Laura 
 
Easter Day/Resurrection of the Lord 
April 1  
Sunrise Service 6:45 am 
Upper Grandview Drive Park,  
3615 N Grandview Drive 
Bring your own lawn chair.  Donuts will be 
provided. 
 
10:00 am Service 
Isaiah 25:6-9, Mark 16:1-18 
ά²Ƙƻ ²ƛƭƭ wƻƭƭ !ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ {ǘƻƴŜΚέ 
Rev. Laura 
 
 

2nd Sunday of Easter 
April 8  
10:00 am Service 
Act 4:32-35; Psalm 133 
1 John 1:1-2:2; John 20:19-31 
 
3rd Sunday of Easter 
April 15 
10:00 am Service 
Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4 
1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48 
 
4th Sunday of Easter 
April 22 
10:00 am Service 
Act 4:5-12; Psalm 23 
1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18 
 
5th Sunday of Easter 
April 29 
10:00 am Service 
Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 22:25-31 
1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8 

Worship Schedule 
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Interested in joining United Presbyterian Church?   
Contact the pastor or visit our website at:   www.unitedpc.org. 
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Pray for the Holy Spirit to empower the church. 

Church Leadership 
 
Session                                 Laurie Hartshorn, Clerk of Session 

Session Committee Liaisons 
Church Life    Charlotte Cronin 
Hospitality & Growth   Linda Kelley 
Christian Education   Cindy Shipley 
Human Resources   Alicia McKeighan & Pam Madden 
Member Care    Mary Jo Mays & Deb Hanson 
Mission     Jenna Hague 
Properties    Don Hartshorn 
Stewardship & Finance   Megan McKeighan & Tim Cole 
Worship & the Arts   Mark Hanson  & Christy Tharenos 
Preschool    Kathy Nordvall 

Class of 2020 
Tim Cole 
Deb Hanson 
Don Hartshorn 
Pam Madden 
Alexis Maloof 

Class of 2018 
Jenna Hague 
Mark Hanson 
Linda Kelley 
Ralph Krall 
Cindy Shipley  

Class of 2019 
Charlotte Cronin 
Mary Jo Mays 
Alicia McKeighan 
Megan McKeighan 
Kathy Nordvall 
 

Board of Deacons 

Class of 2020 
Bill Barrett 
Judi Beck 
Audrey Beeney 
Pat Bensing 
Theresa Buley 
Betty Downard 
Ann Gropp 
Megan Marsh 
Nancy Thompson 

Class of 2018 
Victoria Best 
Marcia Boyer 
Rose Dickerson 
Vicki Ghidina 
Angie Gross 
Laurie Hartshorn 
Michael Kelley 
Ron Kirchgessner 
Charlene Mousty 
Sandy Nott 
Rose Schmollinger 
Trudy Sholtz 

Class of 2019 
Theresa Bender 
Ken Krancher 
John Madden 
Sue McGill 
Rick Noetzel 
Deb Paul 
Nancy Pogue 
Bev Ranson 
Myrna Schwarz 
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From Rev. Laura 
  

 

 

 

     ²ƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊΣ L ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǇπ
ǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜǎΦ  ²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ƘƛƳΚ  bƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀǘƛǎŦȅΦ   LΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ 
little since those questions first came to me.  
     CƛǊǎǘΣ LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ Ƴȅ άǿƘȅέ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ  DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ 
άƘƻǿέ ōǳǘ ƛǎ ǎǘƻƴȅ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ άǿƘȅέ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ L ƳƛƎƘǘ ǘƻǎǎ ƻǳǘΦ   L ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿ 
why no one could recognize the resurrected Jesus.   
     {ŜŎƻƴŘΣ LΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ 
right in front of us.  Our capacity for self delusion is amazing!    
     So my heart resonates with Thomas in this Easter season, who is honest enough to say 
ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ƘŜ ǎŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǳŎƘŜǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǿƻǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ  IŜŀǊǎŀȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
going to do it for Thomas.  Eight days later Jesus shows up and invites Thomas to do exactly 
that ς see and touch him.  (John 20:24-27) 
    5ŜōōƛŜ .ƭǳŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ 
from both sides:  what Thomas needs and what Jesus is willing to give to be known.  Jesus 
ƎƛǾŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ōǊŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ōƻŘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ όǘƻǳŎƘŜŘύΦέ  WŜǎǳǎ όǎƘŜ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴύ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜǎ άƴŜŜŘƛƴƎ 
ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘǳƳŀƴέ ŀƴŘ WŜǎǳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘƻǇ ŀǘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǳǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ ό.ƭǳŜΣ 
5ŜōōƛŜ ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ .ȅ ¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊŘέ The Christian Century 3/25/08, p. 20) 
     On the first Easter, God reaches into this world and hauls Jesus back to life.  On the first 
Easter, God guarantees the renewal of our human life through staying in constant, unyielding 
relationship with us and proving that nothing, even the ugliness of the cross, will be able to 
ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ 
     In this Easter season, miracles still happen.  It is possible for you, for me, to believe that 
our lives can be transformed when we recognize the risen Jesus once more in our midst, and 
ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΣ άaȅ [ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ DƻŘΗέ  Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ άǘƘŀǘ 
you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believ-
ing you may have life in his  
ƴŀƳŜΦέ  όWƻƘƴ нлΥомύ   
     ²ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ǿƘƻ ƭƻǾŜǎ ȅƻǳΚ  ²ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ 
home this Easter season, to the One who brings out life from death, hope from despair, 
ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƘŀƻǎΚ  ²ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΚ   Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƻƴ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 
April 1st, at 6:45 in the park or 10:00 AM in the sanctuary.   
 
Blessings, 
Rev. Laura   
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News from the Pews Pastoral Prayers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks 
Thanks to the church for the rose.  Special thanks to 
.ŜǾ wŀƴǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎΣ ŦƻǊ [ƛƴŘŀ YŜƭƭŜȅΩǎ 
visits, and the lovely card from Ladies Night Out. 
Betty Keller 
 
Thank you for all the prayers, calls, and concerns at 
the recent hospitalization of Mother.  All were deeply 
appreciated. 
Trish Deppermann 
 

Per Capita 
Thank for your faithful response to the request to sup-
ǇƻǊǘ ¦t/Ωǎ ǇŜǊ ŎŀǇƛǘŀ ŀǇǇƻǊǘƛƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΦ  
As of this date, we have received $6303.00 in extra 
ƳƛƭŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎΦ  LǘΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
amount is $32.00 per adult (communicant) member in 
your household.  We appreciate every gift we receive. 
Stewardship and Finance 
 

Please keep the following people in your thoughts 
and prayers: 
Rick Noetzel  
Mary Everett 
Barb Livingston 
Jon Wrigley 
Kim Wrigley 
Dave Nixon 
Josh Swank 
Larry Stotts 
Sara Stotts 
Midge Hillard 
Jaxson Harper 
Julie Mills 
Dean Peoples 
Joan Sathoff 
 
Our prayers of Christian sympathy for Loyd Weber 
and his family on the death of his wife, Peggy Weber 
on Feb. 22, 2018. 
 
Our prayers of Christian sympathy for William and 
WŀŎƪƛ tŀŎƪŀǊŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘπ
mother, Pearl Pack,  on Feb. 23, 2018. 
 
Our prayers of Christian sympathy for Carl Hall, 
Kirsten and Jess Hall and their family on the death of 
Bill Hall on March 3, 3018. 
 
Our prayers of Christian sympathy for Mary and 
tŜƎƎȅ /Ǌŀƛƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ WƛƳΣ ƻƴ 
March 10, 2018. 
 
Our prayers of Christian sympathy for Diana, Kandy, 
and Rhonda on the death of their husband and fa-
ther, Ron Umdenstock on March 10, 2018.  Prayers 
ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǊ wƻƴΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ WŀŎƪΦ 
 
Our prayers of Christian sympathy for Rev. Laura on 
the death of her good friend Edith Voights on March 
11, 2018. 
 
Our prayers of Christian sympathy for the family of 
Carol Agner.  Carols passed away January 16, 2018.  
A private memorial service will be held in June in the 
Memorial Garden at UPC. 
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Anna Circle 
When: Thursday, April 12, 6:00 pm 
Where:  Weaver Ridge 
Lesson: Chapter 6, ¢ƘŜ DƛǊƭΩǎ {ǘƛƭƭ Dƻǘ Lǘ 
Mission: Share the Warmth Blanket Ministry 
 

BUNCO 
April 13, 7:00 pm 
Bring a dollar for prizes, and snacks to share.  See you 
there for fun and games. Come and try it; the snacks are 
worth coming for. For more info call Eunice Andrews at 
688-8458 or Betty Pugh at 822-8500. 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday, March 31 
9:30 ς11:30 am 
We invite the entire community and hope you will 
join us.  Easter Egg Hunts are for ages infants up to 
age 10.  There will be food, pictures, activities, and 
prizes.  Hunt starts at 10:00 am. 

 
One-Day Sewing Retreat 
April 7, 2018, 8:00 amτ5:00 pm 
Hosted by the Peoria Chapter of the American Sewing 
Guild and United Presbyterian Church 
 
Registration is $5.00 to hold a table.  Bring your own 
lunch/snacks.  To register or for more information contact: 
Charlotte Cronin at 253-4276 or charlottecro-
nin@comcast.net 

 
Spring Bus Trip 
A Spring Bus Trip is being planned for Saturday, April 14th 
to the Rock Island Arsenal.  Sites include: Mississippi River 
Visitor Center at Lock and Dam #15 and Exhibits, Rock Is-
land Arsenal Museum, lunch on your own, and the Quad 
City Botanical Center.  Bus cost is $10.00 and may be paid 
in the church office to hold your seat.  The Botanical Gar-
den Center will cost $6.00.  The bus will leave the church 
at 7:30 am and return approximately 5:00 pm.   

 
 

Church Life 

Christian Education 

Holy Moly  
Old Testament Stories, will be after time with 
Young Disciples in worship in the Upstairs Sunday 
school rooms. 
 

No Sunday School on April 1τEaster Sunday 

No Sunday School on April 29τ5th Sunday 

 

Note: On 1st Sundays, 3rd ς 6th grade will be in wor-
ship and the two younger classes will return for 
Communion and the end of the service. Parents can 
pick up children in the balcony. If you would prefer  
ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
let us know. There is no Sunday school on 5th Sun-
days so families can worship together. 
 

There are 3 classes: 
PreK ς Kindergarten 
1st -2nd grade 
3rd -6th grade 
 
 
 
 

Adult Sunday School 
9:00 am Sunday Education Hour 
Sewing Room  

 

Moses: In the Footsteps of the Reluctant Prophet 
Held in the Sewing Room 
Everyone is welcome as we explore Adam Hamil-
ǘƻƴΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƻŦ aƻǎŜǎΩ ƭƛŦŜ 
from the Nile River to the Red Sea, from Mr. Sinai to 
the wilderness. Using historical information, ar-
chaeological data, and biblical text, Hamilton will 
guide us in the footsteps of this reluctant prophet 
who blazed a trail of faith. 
 

Children 3+ are welcome to join us upstairs in the 

Maker Space for activities and the nursery will be 

available during the 9:00 am classes. 

Eating Together 
Ladies Night Out:  April 19, 2018, 6:00 pm at Famous 
5ŀǾŜΩǎΣ тпмм b DǊŀƴŘ tǊŀƛǊƛŜ 5ǊƛǾŜΣ tŜƻǊƛŀΦ w{±t ǘƻ 
Eunice at 688-8458 or Betty at 822-8500.  Come early 
and visit. If you forget to RSVP, come anyway. 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
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Parish Nurse 

Stay Safe During Spring Cleaning 
As you begin spring cleaning and working on the yard 
follow these simple tips to keep you and your family 
safe: 
· Poison Help Line 1-800-222-1222 
· When accidents happen with chemicals or medicine, 
call Poison Help 1-800-222-1222. Get help right away 
from a nurse, pharmacist, or other poison expert. If 
someone has trouble breathing, call 911 or your local 
emergency ambulance number right away. 
· Keep poisons in the containers they came in. Do not 
use food containers (such as cups or bottles) to store 
household cleaners and other strong chemicals. 
· Store strong chemicals away from food. Many poison-
ings occur when one product is mistaken for another. 
· Never mix chemicals. Doing so can create a poisonous 
gas. 
· Turn on fans and open windows when using strong 
chemicals. 
· When spraying chemicals, direct spray nozzle away 
from people and pets. 
· Discard old or outdated products. First aid advice on 
containers may be incorrect and outdated. Call Poison 
Help (1-800-222-1222) to double check first aid informa-
tion. 
· Only experts can tell poisonous mushrooms from safe 
ƳǳǎƘǊƻƻƳǎΦ tƻƛǎƻƴƻǳǎ ƳǳǎƘǊƻƻƳǎΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŘŜŀǘƘ 
ŎŀǇǎΣέ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ ȅŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊƪǎΦ 
· Pesticides (pest killers) can be taken in through the skin 
or inhaled. Even leather shoes and gloves do not offer 
full protection. Pesticides can be extremely poisonous. 
Stay away from areas that have been sprayed until the 
spray has dried or for at least one hour. 
· Wear protective clothing when using bug spray or 
other spray products. Put on a long-sleeve shirt, long 
pants, socks, shoes, and gloves. Remove and wash cloth-
ing after using chemicals. 
· If pesticides are splashed onto the skin, rinse with run-
ning water for 15ς20 minutes. If pesticide contacts 
clothing, take off the clothing before rinsing skin. 
It is a great feeling to get the windows open, give the 
house a thorough cleaning and get working in the yard. 
Make sure you do so while keeping yourself and your 
family safe. Further information can be found at 
www.poisonhelp.hrsa.gov. 
 
Have a safe and healthy spring! 
 
Kirsten Tharp RN, BSN 
Parish Nurse 

LIVE, LOVE, LENT-  
LIVE, LOVE, LENT Update 
42 individuals took on the Live, Love, Lent wellness 
challenge. They have taken a closer look at their 
health through diet, exercise, water intake, spiri-
tual growth and healthy habits. They have also 
been given bonus challenges that forced them to 
slow down not only for themselves, but for others 
important in their 
lives. The first, sec-
ond and third place 
winners will be an-
nounced in the May 
Chimes! 

Red Cross Blood 
Drive 
A Red Cross blood 
drive will be held in 
¦t/Ωǎ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ 
hall on Monday, 
May 7 from 2-6pm. Sign ups are available on 
www.redcross.org or by calling the church office. If 
you are unable to donate yourself, invite a friend. 
Help save a life through blood donation! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.poisonhelp.hrsa.gov
http://www.redcross.org


 

 

JUMP START ς a youth group for ages 8-11. 
RUSH ς a youth group for ages 12-15. 
QUEST ς a youth group for ages 16+. 
 

JUMP START 
Sunday, April 9 
2:00τ3:15 pm 
Join us for a devotion, games, and snacks 
in Fellowship Hall. 
 

RUSH 3:30 ς 5:00 pm/ 
QUEST 5:00 ς 6:30 pm 
Sunday, April 8 
We will have separate meetings. 
Join us for fellowship and a devotion. 
 

No Group  
Sunday, April 15  
Confirmation class and mentors will be 
serving at the Salvation Army 
 

Rock Climbing at Upper Limits 
RUSH/QUEST COMBINED 
Sunday, April 22 
2:00τ4:00 pm 
We will meet at the church at 1:00 pm and 

plan to return by 5:00 pm.  Cost will be 

$20.00 per person and RSVP required by 

April 8. 

 

Lock-in and Stuffed Animal Sleepover 

Saturday, April 28  

RUSH & QUEST 

5:00 pmτWorship time Sunday morning 

The youth will be putting on the Stuffed 

Animal Sleepover as well as play games, 

eat junk food, watch movies, and have 

midnight worship.  More details will come 

in your email. 

 

Youth Groups 
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Mission Trip Fundraising Update 
Thanks to your generosity, we are even closer to our 

goal. The special youth offering on March 18th brought 

in over $2000 to go toward our trip. 11 donations 

ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ άǘŀƪƛƴƎέ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƻƴƎ 

with us in the form of their picture on a stick. These 

individuals will have special access t our trip through 

pictures of them with the youth, emails and text writ-

ten by our youth and so much more. We are so close 

to our goal and have about $3000 more to raise! 

 

Stuff Friend Sleepover 
Saturday, April 28 
6:00-7:30 pm 
Fellowship Hall 
Anyone who has a stuffed loved one can bring them to 

a special sleepover. Our youth group will lead the chil-

dren and their stuffed friends in a craft, story time, 

snack, and more before they tuck their friends in for a 

super special church sleepover. Our youth will keep an 

eye on the stuffed friends throughout the night and 

take photographs and create art with them so when 

the children pick them up in the morning before wor-

ship they can see the adventures that were had. Each 

child will receive art work by their stuffed friend and 

pictures of them doing things around the church. This 

is a no cost event, but donations are welcome. 



 

 

Worship & the Arts 

VIVID 
Sunday, April 8 , 4:00 pm 
Note that we will not have VIVID on the 1st Sunday due to 

Easter. 

 

Join us as we have an intergenerational Earth Day themed 
worship.  As always, dinner and fellowship to follow. 
 

Hymns and Hops 
Hymns and Hops will be back on Sunday, April 29th from 7-
8pm at the Fox Pub in Peoria. During this gathering we sing 
favorite hymns together, visit and talk with folks from our 
church and other local churches, and of course enjoy beer 
and other choice beverages from the bar! It is a lively gath-
ering and we hope you can be a part of it. There is no sign-
up or RSVP required. 
 

Outdoor Concert  
featuring Peoria Municipal Band 
Mark your calendars for Friday, July 27th as the Peoria Mu-
nicipal Band will be playing on the church grounds at UPC 
for an outdoor concert. More details to come as the date 
approaches. 
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Handbell Festival 2018 
 
On March 10th ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ¦t/Ωǎ IŀƴŘōŜƭƭ /ƘƻƛǊ ŀǘπ
tended a bell festival with around 90 other ringers. It 
was a blast! I serve as the chair-elect of the Fellowship 
of United Methodists in Music and Worship Arts 
where I organize and lead workshops and gatherings 
throughout the year. Our goal is to serve local 
churches across denominational lines with enhancing 
traditional and contemporary worship. It is both re-
warding and challenging work, and the bell festival is 
one of my favorite events. 
 
This year we welcomed David Harris, director of the 
Raleigh Ringers, to be the clinician for the festival. He 
did a wonderful job as he worked with the bell ringers 
on beginner and advanced ringing techniques. We also 
worked through a handful of new songs that chal-
lenged us and allowed us to work through some of the 
new techniques we learned. 
 
We will be bringing some of what we learned to UPC 
with three new pieces we purchased from the festival! 
So stay tuned to hear these new pieces in action. 
 
If you are ever interested in playing handbells, please 
contact me (aschultz@unitedpc.org) and I can provide 
you with more information. Bells are a great team ac-
tivity and we have a lot of fun in rehearsals preparing 
the music for worship services. Below is a photo from 
the workshop on March 10th. 
 

 



 

 

Nature Connections 
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Thanks to all who participated in Spring into Nature and the photo contest. Now is the time to hang those new Bird 
Houses and Nesting Material ornaments where birds can find them! If you need hangers let us know. 
Get out there! Being in nature reduces anger, fear, and stress and increases pleasant feelings.  Exposure to nature makes 

you feel better emotionally; and it contributes to your physical wellbeing, lowering blood pressure, heart rate, muscle 

tension, and the production of stress hormones. In addition, nature helps us cope with pain. It may even reduce mortality. 

We are genetically programmed to find trees, plants, water, and other nature elements engrossing and are distracted 

ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ Ǉŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎƻƳŦƻǊǘΦ  aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƴŘƪƛŘǎ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎΗ bŀǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ 

antidote to depression and stress. Our property has wonderful short trails, mulched and weeded. We have benches 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦ bŜȄǘ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǘǊȅ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǿŀƭƪ ƻǊ ŀ άōǊƛǎƪ ǎƛǘέ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻǊ ŎƻƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŀ 

ōǳǎȅ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŘŀȅΦ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǘ ¦t/Φ 

 

 
UPC Gardens and Trails 



 

 

Session Shorts 
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The Session met on February 20th and conducted the following 
business: 
Received Nathan and Aryann Brooks as members by reaffirma-
tion of faith.  Their public reception in worship will be scheduled 
with Rev. Laura.  The Session also received the minutes of the 
1/16/18 Stated Session Meeting, the 1/21/18 Special Session 
Meeting minutes, and the 1/28/18 Annual Meeting of the Con-
gregation and Corporation. 
     The Session also elected Tim Cole as President of the Corpo-
ration and as Directors Megan McKeighan, Dave Nixon and 
/ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜ /ǊƻƴƛƴΣ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ŜǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ 
church report filed with the presbytery, and completed the 
COM exit interview for the last installed pastoral position.    
     The Session, in order to keep the congregation informed of 
transitions and changes, approved the following statement for 
publication in the next issue of the Chimes: 
      The Session wishes UPC to know that it is the policy of the 
Presbytery of Great Rivers to not commission ruling elders (CRE) 
within their home congregations to serve as lay pastors (or 
commissioned ruling elders).   An exception was made in 2017 
by the presbytery to commission Karen Miller to UPC for the 
time period of 7/1/17 ς 12/31/17. That commission has now 
expired, and the presbytery will not renew it. The Session is 
grateful for the voluntary work Karen performed in the gap time 
between the departure of the called pastor and the arrival of 
the interim pastor which her commission allowed her to carry 
out within UPC, such as baptisms, weddings, and communion 
services.  We affirm her continued employment as our Director 
of Christian Education and are grateful for the added workload 
she assumed when we had a particular need. All voluntary mat-
ters performed under her temporary commission which Karen 
may have handled between July and December of 2017, such as 
receiving new members, conducting marriages and performing 
baptisms, should now be directed first to Rev. Laura.  Her cell is 
815-822-лрртΦ  !ƎŀƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ YŀǊŜƴΩǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀπ
tion and her willingness to voluntarily step up and serve in this 
way for the gap time. 
     The Session also approved a silent services auction for the 
youth to begin on Easter Sunday, April 1, honored Lois Hult-
ƎǊŜƴΩǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻƭƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴπ
gregation, approved receiving the One Great Hour of Sharing 
offering during Lent to support the Presbyterian Mission 
Agency, voted to establish a Safety Task Force and to request a 
safety assessment by the police department for the church and 
preschool.   The Session also approved the use of the building 
by the chapter of Moms Demand Action being formed by UPC 
member Michelle Nielsen Ott. 

   The Session asked Rev. Laura to gather more infor-
mation about a baptismal request and a notification 
of an estate gift, received her written report on 
where we are in the interim process, received the 
resignation of Megan McKeighan from the Nominat-
ing Committee and adjourned with prayer at 8:30 
until the next Session meeting of 3/20. 
 
The Session met on 3/20 and conducted the follow-
ing business: 
     Received Natalie England as a member by Reaf-
firmation of Faith.  Natalie will be publicly received 
in worship in April.   
     The Session approved the minutes of the 2/20 
Session meeting and recorded the email vote to ap-
prove a card reader on the front (west) interior door.  
The Session also affirmed the decision to serve Com-
munion on Easter Sunday, decided not to hold a 
joint meeting of the Session and Deacons in 2018, 
transferred Paula Evans to FPC, Danville IL at her 
request, approved the baptism of Layla Romero on 
April 1st, approved the use of the gazebo by licensed 
local pastor Danita Parra to conduct the wedding of 
Heather Armstrong and John Blase on 10/20, ap-
proved the use of the sanctuary by Rev. Laura to 
conduct the wedding of Jill Potts and Jason Shea on 
6/2, approved the changing of the 2018 Session 
meetings to 4th Tuesdays beginning April 24th (except 
Christmas day) and received informational items.   
      The Session also removed Don Towery and Judy 
Martin from the rolls at their request, approved the 
receiving of an offering in support of Projecto Amar 
on Sunday May 6th, approved the use of the church 
ōǳǎ ŀǎ ǇŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ŦƻǊƳ ŦƻǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘ [ƛŦŜΩǎ 
outing scheduled for April 14th, approved the plant-
ing of 2 trees in the Preschool playground area to 
replace trees removed last fall and approved paying 
for the installation of the card reader on the interior 
west door and attendant supplies from the estate 
gift of Margaret Hochstrasser.    
     The Session also spent time in conversation about 
processes for following up with new members about 
their interests and what might make that more effi-
cient and timely.  The Session also discussed further 
the projected work of the Safety Task Force, the 
need for planning for one time and continuing ex-
penses related to any upgrades put in place and the 
larger challenges of safety versus convenience.    
There being no further business, the Session ad-
journed with prayer at 8:45 until its next scheduled 
meeting of 4/24/2018. 



 

 

Roo t ed  and  Gr ou nded  i n  Love  

Covenant Gathering 2018  
www.covenantgathering.com 

July 8, 4 pm to July 13, 11 am 
Geneva Center 

Rochester, IN 

www.genevacenter.org 
 

Registration is now open!  
 

A week of learning, laughter and worship presented by members and churches of 

the PCUSA Synod of the Covenant and 

Synod of Lincoln  Trails 

 
What? 

Join other Christians for Covenant Gathering 2018 at beautiful Geneva Retreat, Camp and 
Conference Center in the rolling hills of north central I ndiana, as we learn to stand firm in the 
love of God in Christ and spread that love to all Godôs people. 
Covenant  Gatheri ng is a little  bit confer-

ence,  a little bit  vacat ion with facilities for all 

abilities! 
 
Why? 

To learn, to worship, to recreate. Adu lt  
cla sses 
include options: New Ways to Read, See and Reveal Godôs Word; Finding 
Hope in Climate Change; Rooted in Love Bible Study; Drawing and Watercolors; How Does 

Your Church Family Work? ; Getting Your Game On. Chi ldren and Youth have age appro-

priate educational and fun 

activities. The w hole communit y worships together, and enjoys delicious meals, evening pro-

grams, and afternoon options on many topics. 
 

 

Speci al  Gu est 

The R ev.  Dr. J. Herbert N elson  
Sta t ed Clerk, P CUSA 
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http://www.covenantgathering.com/
http://www.genevacenter.org/


 

 

 

 

 

12                                                                      The Chimes                                                        April 2018 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 Easter 
6:45 Sunrise Service 
10:00 Worship 
Communion Sunday  
11:00 Fellowship 

2 No Preschool 
8:30 Exercise 
5:30 Member 
Care 
6:00 Tai Chi 
6:30 Properties 
6:30 Church Life 
7:00 Troop #333 

3 No Preschool 
9:30 PASG General 
Meeting 
1:30 Tai Chi 
3:00 Bereavement 
6:30 Families 
Anonymous 

4 No Preschool 
8:30 Pastorsô Bible 
Study 
No Bells 
6:00 Tai Chi 
No Choir 
No Worship Band 

5 No Preschool 
8:30 Exercise 
1:30 Tai Chi 
6:00 Bereavement 
6:30 Stewardship & 
Finance 

6 No Preschool 
 

7 
8:00 Sew-In  

8  
Blood Pressure 
Screening 
9:00 Adult Ed 
10:00 Worship 
10:00 Sunday 
School 
11:00 Fellowship 
11:15 Worship & 
Arts/Mission/
Christian Education 
2:00 JUMP START 
3:30 RUSH 
4:00 VIVID 
5:00 QUEST 

9 
8:30 Exercise 
1:00 Parentsô 
Bereavement 
6:00 Moms De-
mand Action 
6:00 Foundation 
6:00 Tai Chi 
7:00 Troop #333 

10 
9:30 PASG Board 
10:00 Independ-
ence Village 
1:30 Tai Chi 
3:00 Bereavement 
6:00 Human Re-
sources 
6:30 Families Anon 
6:30 Den #233 

11 
8:30 Pastorsô Bible 
Study 
11:30 PEO BX 
5:30 Bells 
6:00 Tai Chi 
6:00 Nature Con-
nections 
6:15 Choir 
7:00 Preschool 
7:15 Worship 
Band 

12 
8:00 Session Info 
Due in Office 
8:30 Exercise 
11:30 PASGDTS 
1:30 Tai Chi 
6:00 Anna Circle 
6:00 Bereavement 

13 
1:00 ASG Board 
7:00 BUNCO 

14 
7:30 Bus Trip to 
Rock Island 
9:30 Deaconsô 
Quarterly Meeting 

15 
8:00 CHIMES Info 
due in the office 
9:00 Adult Ed 
10:00 Worship 
10:00 Sunday 
School 
11:00 Fellowship 
2:00 OSF Hospice 
Program 
4:30 Confirmation 
Class @ Salvation 
Army 

16 
8:30 Exercise 
11:30 PASGB 
6:00 Tai Chi 
7:00 Troop #333 

17 
1:30 Tai Chi 
3:00 Bereav3ment 
6:30 Den #233 
6:30 Families Anon 
7:00 Session 

18 
No ANG 
8:30 Pastorsô Bible 
Study 
5:30 Bells 
6:00 Tai Chi 
6:15 Choir 
7:15 Worship 
Band 

19 
8:30 Exercise 
1:30 Tai Chi 
6:00 Bereavement 
6:00 Ladies Night 
Out 

20 
8:00 Menôs 
Breakfast 

21 
8:30 Nature Con-
nections Work Day 
10:00 Deacon Set 
Up 

22 
9:00 Adult Ed 
10:00 Worship 
10:00 Sunday 
School 
11:00 Meet Your 
Deacon 
2:00 RUSH & 
QUEST @ Upper 
Limits 

23 
8:30 Exercise 
1:00 Parentsô 
Bereavement 
7:00 Troop #333 

24 
10:00 Independ-
ence Village Wor-
ship 
10:00 COM 
11:30 PASGNP 
1:30 Tai Chi 
6:30 Stephen Minis-
try Supervision 
6:30 Families Anon 

25 
8:30 Pastorsô Bible 
Study 
9:30 PASGSS 
1:00 Collate 
CHIMES 
5:30 Bells 
6:00 Tai Chi 
6:15 Choir 
7:15 Worship 
Band 

26 No Preschool 
8:30 Exercise 
11:30 PASGK 
1:30 Tai Chi 
6:00 Bereavement 
7:00 Richwoodsô 
Homeowners Mtg. 

27 No Preschool 
 

28 
9:30 Share the 
Warmth 
1:00 Rev. Laura 
25th Anniversary of 
Ordination Party 
5:00 Youth Lock-in 
& Stuffed Animal 
Sleepover 

29 
9:00 Adult Ed 
10:00 Worship 
11:00 Fellowship 
11:15 Welcome 
Brunch 
7:00 Hymns and 
Hops 
 

30 
8:30 Exercise 
6:00 Tai Chi-9 
7:00 Troop #333 

31 
9:00 Quilters 
3:00 Bereavement 
6:30 Families 
Anonymous 
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