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Pray for the Holy Spirit to empower the church. 
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My Trip to Scotland 
 
I’ve long-dreamed of visiting Scotland. The land has always fascinated me because of its history and land-
scape. My dream is finally coming a reality this June. Courtney, Verity, and I will be travelling to Scotland 
for most of the month of June. 
 
I’ll have the opportunity to visit some of the most famous Presbyterian Cathedrals, a museum document-
ing the history of Presbyterianism, the birthplace of John Knox (the founder of Presbyterianism) and talk 
with ministers and members of the Church of Scotland. 
 
It will be a wonderful opportunity to learn and discover more about our Presbyterian Heritage. Perhaps 
this will be a Connecting Point class in the future (that would be an excuse for me to show all my pic-
tures!). 
 
I’ll also have the opportunity to visit the Iona Community, which is small Christian community responsible 
for most of the Celtic-themed liturgy and worship resources used by Protestant Churches. I’ll get to at-
tend chapel services, study in their library, and talk to members of the community. I hope to bring back 
some new resource for our Sunday worship and Celtic worship services. 
 
This trip will also be a chance to spend quality time with my family. As you know, I’ve been basically serv-
ing in two positions for the past six months. I’ve been a pastor here at UPC, but also the General Presby-
ter for the Presbytery of Great Rivers. The Presbytery has been experiencing an uncharacteristic amount 
of transition in churches, crisis, and conflict, which has required a lot of attention. This trip to Scotland 
will help me recharge so I can enter into a new season of ministry at UPC with energy and excitement.  
 
I am thankful for the opportunity to go on this once in a lifetime trip. Pastor Patricia will be present for 
any pastoral care needs as well as Chip Roland. Worship will include our annual Music Sunday, in which 
Aaron Schultz will give a message, and a youth Sunday led entirely by the youth. More information about 
these and other worship services in June will be available next month 
 
I appreciate the opportunity to go on this trip and look forward to sharing many of my experiences, pic-
tures, and learning with you. Thank you for the gift of this time away and the opportunities it affords. 
 
In common calling, 
 
Pastor Stephen 
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Time for a Change 
 

Change, not one of the words we like to hear. Yet, when we think about it, nearly everything around us seems to be evolv-
ing and morphing into something different. You and I are changing. None of us looks like we did 5 years ago; just check 
out those Facebook pictures. Whether it be routine or seasonal changes like an oil change, changing a filter, changing the 
towels, changing the decorations or major changes such as a change of vehicle, remodeling a room, changing the carpet, 
landscaping changes, we are frequently involved in change. Change can also reap benefits, like the home changes that 
increase the value of the house. As you can tell I am leading up to a discussion of change.  
 
Over the past couple of years it has become evident that our deacon ministry is in need of some changes. It has become 
increasingly difficult to find deacons who can commit to all the current roles and responsibilities of our deacon board. Ad-
ditionally, there are some needs that have been identified that are not being met, and there is no way to add them. So a 
deacon ministry task force was formed to examine possible alternatives and make a recommendation for a change in how 
we can do deacon ministry with fewer deacons.  
 
Each person on the task force contacted 2 churches in the presbytery asking specific questions about their deacon minis-
try. Also, deacons from the classes of 2014-2017 were surveyed regarding what is working well and not working well, and 
asked for suggestions for what could be served by non-deacons, and things we wish deacons were doing. And then we 
compiled the data and began brainstorming.  
 
According to the scriptures, care for those in need is one of the primary reasons that deacon ministry started in the first 
century church. So topping the list of deacon roles and responsibilities is the care-giving ministry to those in need. Sec-
ondly, we believe that the hospitality extended through our Sunday morning fellowship, and consistent training so that all 
our kitchen licensure guidelines are followed is also a key responsibility at UPC. And then historically every member has 
been assigned a deacon, and over and over again I hear how much people like having a deacon assigned to them and the 
personalized care they receive.  
 
One of the challenges is that God has given different gifts to different people, so a person can lack passion for certain re-
sponsibilities when it is far from what he/she is good at. And doing so many duties often can seem daunting and frustrat-
ing. Then we come back to the initial question: how can all these duties be done by fewer deacons?  First, there are some 
of the Sunday morning duties like greeting and answering phones in the office which can be done by volunteers, so if we 
recruit volunteers to rotate these specific tasks it lightens the load.  
 
Secondly, if we match deacon gifts with deacon responsibilities, and change to a model in which ministry is focused to-
ward those gifts, then passion is preserved. Additionally, it addresses what robs one of passion: the frustrations of juggling 
various duties which one may not be able to do or may not feel comfortable doing, and carrying additional duties that oth-
ers are not able to do.  
 
I have had numerous conversations over the past few weeks regarding just such changes, including with our deacons. 
Most are in favor, seeing that such a change has the potential for great benefit to our deacon ministry. It is the hope of 
your Session that we can implement a new model for deacon ministry beginning in 2017, and thus reduce the number of 
elected deacons for ministry. You will be hearing more about it in the next couple of weeks. Until then, please pray for the 
task force, Member Care, and your Session as we prepare ourselves for a much needed change.  
 
If you have questions or concerns as the change unfolds, please feel free to contact me.  
 
Grace and Peace,  
Pastor Patricia  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Why the name Stephen? 
The name Stephen comes from St. Stephen, who was the 
first lay person commissioned by the apostles to provide 
caring ministry to those in need as recorded in Acts 6. 
 
What’s the Pastor’s Role? 
Pastors will always be the primary caregivers, but there is 
no way pastors can meet all the needs for care. God has 
called all of us, not just pastors, to minister to one an-
other. Stephen Ministry multiplies ministry by turning 
pastors into equippers, so they can enable lay people to 
provide caring ministry as well. 
 
How can someone become a Stephen Minister? 
Begin by talking to one of our pastors or Stephen Leader 
Linda Fortin and they can tell you more. We hope to begin 
a new class of Stephen Ministers in the near future. 
Stephen Ministers make a two-year commitment to train 
and serve. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Memorial Garden Special Price Reduction 
For centuries, Christians have honored their loved ones 
with dignified final resting places in churchyards on their 
grounds. In this tradition, United Presbyterian Church’s 
Memorial Garden provides a place of repose and remem-
brance in a lovely sacred garden where one can peacefully 
meditate upon the lives of those who have died. 
 
Located just outside the building on the north side of the 
grounds, the Memorial Garden is an integral part of UPC’s 
ministry at the end of life. It provides a beautiful, mean-
ingful place where members and their families can pro-
ceed directly from a memorial service to inter a loved one 
near their church home. In celebration of God’s everlast-
ing promise, the Memorial Garden provides spiritual com-
fort and a permanent place to contemplate life eternal. 
The Garden is an integral part of our United Presbyterian 
Church community.  The Garden has become of place of 
beauty, areas for quiet reflection, and a sacred place 
where loved ones are memorialized. 
 
Currently, each plot in the Memorial Garden costs $1800. 
The price is all-inclusive, which means there are no other 
fees at the time of burial. The Memorial Garden Commit-
tee is offering a special reduced price of $1600 for three 
months beginning April 1st. This is a great opportunity to 
make end of life arrangements for your self or loved ones. 
If you are interested in learning more about the Memorial 
Garden or purchasing a plot, please talk to Pastor 
Stephen. 
 
 
 

Stephen Ministry 

 
 

What exactly is Stephen Ministry? 
 
Stephen Ministry is a ministry in our congregation in which 
trained and supervised laypersons, called Stephen Minis-
ters, provide one-to-one Christian care to individuals facing 
life challenges or difficulties. 
 
Stephen Ministers are the caregivers. They have been 
through 50 hours of training in Christian care giving, includ-
ing general topics such as listening, feelings, boundaries, 
assertiveness, and using Christian resources in care giving. 
In addition their training covers specialized topics such as 
ministering to the divorced, hospitalized, bereaved, and 
aging. 
 
Care receivers are the recipients of Stephen Ministers’ 
care. They are people from our church or community who 
are experiencing divorce, grief, loss of a job, loneliness, 
hospitalization, terminal illness, or any of an endless num-
ber of other life difficulties. Stephen ministers usually meet 
with their care receivers once a week for about an hour for 
as long as the care receiver will benefit by the relationship. 
 
What do Stephen ministers do? 
Stephen Ministers are caring Christian friends who listen, 
understand, accept, and pray for and with care receivers 
who are working through a crisis or a tough time. 
 
Are Stephen Ministers Counselors? 
Stephen Ministers are not counselors; they are trained lay 
caregivers. Their role is to listen and care—not to give ad-
vice or counsel. Stephen Ministers are also trained to rec-
ognize when a care receiver’s need exceeds what they can 
provide. When that happens they work with care receivers 
to help them receive the level of care they really need. 
 
Can I trust a Stephen Minister? 
Trust is essential to a caring relationship, and Stephen Min-
isters are people you can trust. Confidentiality is one of the 
most important principles of Stephen Ministry, and what a 
care receiver tells his or her Stephen Minister is kept in 
strictest confidence. 
 

 

Never simply tell someone to “get over it.” 
Instead be there and help them get through it. 

That is what Stephen Ministers do! 
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News and Notes  



 

 

Appreciation for Sound 
I try to cultivate an appreciation for sound in the preschoolers I 
teach music to.  I bring in different musical instruments with vari-
ous different pitches, timbres, and tonal quality with the hope 
that their curiosity will be engaged.  I’m not as concerned with 
having them be able to identify the sounds of particular instru-
ments.  I simply want them to learn how to appreciate the diver-
sity of sound. 
 
I’m not only referring to musical sound; just sound in general.  
One of my conducting professors said the two greatest qualities 
in a maestro are a love of learning and a curiosity for sound. 
 
I often see the process of being able to appreciate sound as run-
ning parallel with the ability to hear the direction of God’s Holy 
Spirit.  Both are difficult to accomplish when bombarded with a 
cacophony of sound.  When I was living in Chicago for six years, 
my ears were constantly polluted by the deafening pulsation of 
white noise.  Traffic, horns, sirens, advertisements, yelling, music 
from apartments, airplanes, construction work…the list goes on 
and on.  My body adapted and I learned how to shut myself off to 
sound.  At night I would be able to sleep with the racket happen-
ing on the streets and I could go on my daily commute without 
even registering the sound of a siren even though they were al-
most constantly going off around me. 
 
It was during this time I realized the strong connection between 
an appreciation of sound and the ability to hear God’s voice.  Not 
only did I shut my ears off to noise, but my sensitivity to 
“stillness” and “quiet” also decreased substantially. 
 
For many of us, our day is polluted with noise.  It could be the 
endless list of thoughts running through our mind, the over-
stimulating images we are consciously and unconsciously exposed 
to, the noise of radios, the chiming of calendar, text, and email 
reminders, or the white noise of television and background music.  
Noise, both visual and aural, pulls us in a multitude of directions 
and leaves us perpetually distracted. 
 
With the wonder of spring, I have recently been sensing God’s 
presence when I retreat from my noisy life.  This morning I walked 
around my yard with coffee in hand and listened to nature.  I 
have been stressed lately, and I woke up with desperation to feel 
God’s calming peace.  In the appreciation for the beauty of crea-
tion and the reverential sounds of nature, I found God.  It was in 
the blooming spring flowers, the melodious ring of bird’s song, 
and the gentle breeze drifting elegantly through the trees. 
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To appreciate sound and sight is an act of 
worship to our Creator.  It is an acknowledge-
ment that we are surrounded by beauty, and 
the invitation to peace is constantly available 
to us if we allow ourselves to be attentive to 
it. 
 
Aaron Schultz 
 
Sunday Worship  
May 1: “The Reconciling Community “  
2nd Cor. 5:16-21  Pastor Stephen 
May 8: “The Encouraging Community”  
Hebrews 10:24-25 Pastor Stephen 
May 15: “The Generous Community”  
Acts 20:35 and  2nd Cor. 9:7 Pastor Stephen 
May 22: “The Worshiping Community”  
Luke 4:15; Acts 3:1 Pastor Patricia 
May 29: “Our Community”  
Luke 9:10-17  Pastor Stephen 
 
A Ceremony Releasing Our Prayers 
At 12noon on May 1st we will have a prayer 
ceremony, releasing the prayers from the 
prayer wall, confidential prayer box, and our 
prayers from the belly of the whale. The Book 
of Revelation refers to the prayers of the 
saints as incense, so we will be incensing them 
in a holy fire (screened fire pit which meets 
Peoria code) with prayer and with song.  
 
Special Worship Service: 
A Service of Remembrance and Hope 
On Tuesday May 17th at 6pm we are holding a 
Communion Service of Remembrance and 
Hope.  Let us with reverence, prayers, cele-
bration and hope remember our loved ones 
who have gone before us. Many in our con-
gregation are mourning the death of a loved 
one, or have friends who are grieving. We 
have previous members and families of mem-
bers in our Memorial Garden. We will be re-
membering all of these in this special service 
in a meaningful way. 
 
We encourage attendees to bring an article of 
remembrance or picture of your loved one to 
the service.  We will be placing them on the 
table during the remembering time of the ser-
vice, and  we will lift prayers in the Memorial 
Garden (weather permitting). All are welcome 
to come, remember, hope and pray.   
 
 

Worship & the Arts  
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Capturing Gods Natural World     
Get those cameras out and start snapping photos.  The Nature 
Connections is having a photo contest of our wonderful out-
door campus at UPC.  Take photos all seasons and next Febru-
ary we will have a photo show and awards (for all ages, and all 
levels of expertise).  More details to follow. Photograph birds, 
flowers, insects, people – but it has to be on UPC campus! 
Watch for detailed information. 
 
Music Sunday, June 5th 
On Sunday, June 5th we will have the annual Music Sun-
day.  Through the collective participation in liturgy, music, 
prayer, and visuals, we will worship through the Vision of the 
Valley of Dry Bones found in Ezekiel as we explore themes of 
resurrection and promise.  
 
Baptism Celebration 
Join us in celebrating the baptism of Lucille Trotter, daughter of 
Marijane and Trent Trotter on Sunday, May 15th and the bap-
tism of Bennett Hague, son of Jenna and Evan Hague on May 
29th. 
 
The Good and Beautiful Community 
We are continuing our series on The Good and Beautiful Com-
munity this month. We hope you will join us for one of the dis-
cussion groups and in worship as we continue to explore what it 
means to be Christ’s Body the church, and what kind of commu-
nity we are called to be. 
 

 
 

Prayer Circle 

Worship & the Arts Cont’d 
Thinking About Legacies 
There are so many legacies from which we draw. 
Parents oftentimes leave us with a powerful set of 
values and a strong legacy of service and accep-
tance of others. Even our faith creates in us a leg-
acy of strong biblical knowledge and curiosity and 
humility.  
 
Our congregation has invested in us legacies of 
affirmation and opportunity, of unconditional love 
and friendships that stand the test of time, of nur-
tured faith and tested values and growing stew-
ardship. 
 
As we focus on all the blessings left us by others, 
by our church and by our life experiences, we must 
ask ourselves: What legacy will I leave?  
 
Hopefully these will include the hope of a strong 
faith, the enduring power of nonjudgmental love, 
and perhaps even the desire to make of our lives a 
difference in the world. 
 
As part of this, consider how including the church 
in your end-of-life giving plans will provide a legacy 
to future generations seeking to grow in faith and 
wisdom. If we can share with you information 
about Legacy Giving to UPC, please talk with a pas-
tor. 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Circle 
We pray for the healing hand of God be upon our 
friends in need of healing: Bob McDowell, Steve 
Nordvall, Sandie Martin, Karen Mason, Vicki 
Kirchgessner, Robert Deppermann, Tim Noetzel, 
Diane Hultgren Morrill, Carol Agner, Rose 
Dickerson, Pat Hagenbuch, Eugenia Ofori, Nathan 
Pennington, Eddie Sandlin and Susi Cain. May our 
compassionate God grant comfort and strength to 
the family and friends who are grieving for: Steve 
Stella and Fred Dickinson.  
 
 

Stewardship & Finance 
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Connecting Point  
Connecting Point Meal and Classes have ended for the sea-

son. They will resume in the fall.  Music rehearsals and Tai Chi 

continue. 

 

 

AdultClasses 

Sunday Mornings at 9:00 am 

Journey Through the Bible Room 100 
Study the Bible with Don Baker and Gordon Selling. 
Join us as we study and learn from the Psalms. 
 

The Good and Beautiful Community book discussion 
To fulfill our plan for church wide study of this informative and 
transformative book, you have two options for book discus-
sion Sunday mornings.  
 
In Room 105, Pastor Stephen is leading a multigenerational 
discussion. Parents are encouraged to bring their children and 
learn alongside them. 
 
In Room 107 Pastor Patricia is leading discussion utilizing key 
questions from the Appendix: Small Group Discussion Guide in 
the back of the book. 

Week of May 1  The Reconciling Community 
Week of May 8  The Encouraging Community 
Week of May 15 The Generous Community 
Week of May 22 The Worshipping Community 

 

Sunday Mornings at 11:11 am 
Join Pastor Stephen for an 11-Minute lesson in Room #107. 
 

Thursday Mornings at 10:00 am 
The Good and Beautiful Community book discussion  
NO CLASS on May 26. The Bible Study group chose to partici-

pate in the church wide book study following the outline listed 

above.    

Youth Christian Education 

Christian Education 

Children’s Education Hour 9:00 am 
Veggie Tales Shorts and Activity 
Main Sunday School Room 
Children will experience the Bible through the Veggie 
Tales Television Series. We will discuss, create and hope-
fully enjoy a few minutes in the Nature Classroom. Chil-
dren can be picked up in the Fellowship Hall at 9:45 am. 
  
Middle & High School Education Hour 9:00 am 
Inter-generational Class with Pastor Stephen in the 
Library 
In Room 106, Pastor Stephen is leading a multi-
generational discussion.  Parents are encouraged to 
bring their children and learn along side them. 
 
Children’s Sunday School 
Holy Moly 
Ages 3 – 3rd grade 
Children will be escorted from worship after the Time for 
Young Disciples upstairs to the Sunday school rooms for 
Holy Moly. Holy Moly follows a four-part sequence: Dis-
cover, Relate, Connect, and Create. Each week, kids will 
watch and animated Bible story video, talk about the 
story, read their Bible, and will be encouraged to journal 
their observations. It is a wonderful curriculum that you 
are welcome to observe anytime! 

 
4th Grade and Up Sunday School 
We will begin a new curriculum called “CONNECT” that 
uses technology and Bible study to take the middle 
school youth through the Bible in a fun and memorable 
way.  
 
Donut Party! 
Sunday, May 22  
The kids great behavior in Sunday School has earned 
them donuts during Sunday school. We understand that 
some children cannot be here, but thought if we give 
advance notice we could try our best to make everyone 
aware. We will for sure find a way to thank those kids for 
their behavior who are unable to make that Sunday. 
 
 
 
 

There will be no Sunday School May 29, a fifth Sunday. 
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May is Stroke Awareness Month 
Every 40 seconds, someone in the United States has a 
stroke. A stroke, sometimes called a brain attack, occurs 
when a blockage stops the flow of blood to the brain or 
when a blood vessel in or around the brain bursts. Al-
though many people think of stroke as a condition that 
affects only older adults, strokes can and do occur in 
people of all ages. In fact, nearly a quarter of all strokes 
occur in people younger than age 65. Because anyone 
can have a stroke, everyone should be ready. 
 
If you suspect you or a loved one is having a stroke, 
think FAST: Signs and symptoms of a stroke include: 
 
F- Facial drooping 
A- Arm weakness 
S- Speech difficulty 
T- Time to call 9-1-1 
 
Every minute counts when it comes to treatment of a 
stroke. The sooner a stroke is treated, the better the 
odds of survival and even a full recovery. 
 
For more information about strokes and stroke preven-
tion head to www.strokeassociation.org 
 
Be Well, 
Kirsten Tharp RN, BSN 
Parish Nurse 

 
 
 
 

QUEST Youth Groups 
Quest Middle & High School Gatherings 
Sunday, May 1 & 15 
3:30 – 5:00 pm & 5:00 – 6:30 pm 
We will meet 1st and 3rd Sundays in May due to my being 
out of town on May 8. One of these events will be at a 
special time with both groups combined. All details will 
be emailed out as soon as they are available.  
 
*Email Karen Miller at karen@unitedpc.org to receive 
weekly youth updates. This will give you access to the 
most current youth information. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Church Life committee would like to extend a big 
thank you to all the volunteers who assisted with our 
largest Easter Egg Hunt ever.  Thank you to everyone 
who donated candy, helped fill the 4,000 eggs, and 
assisted with the hunt and clean up.  You are very 
much appreciated. 
 
Thank you to our wonderful musicians and vocalists 
who blessed us in the month of March with Celtic 
music at a St. Patrick’s Day Service at Westminster, 
insightful music on Palm Sunday, inspiring music on 
Good Friday, and vibrant and enlivening Resurrection 
Day worship.  We at UPC are truly blessed by our 
Worship Band, Chancel Choir, Bell Choir and Special 
Ensembles; thank you for sharing your gifts, and for 
your dedication to rehearsals and preparation.  
Pastor Patricia 
 
To the Thursday Morning Bible Study Lunch Bunch, 
Thank you so much for inviting the extended care 
members to join you for a delicious Easter buffet!  
Though I was unable to attend, Jack and his caregiver 
enjoyed it!      Pat Bensing 
 
Rev. Stephen, Rev. Patricia, and the Women’s Quilting 
Guild,  
Thank you so much for the beautiful rose and the 
prayer shawl when I was in the hospital recently.  
What a blessings.  I also appreciated the visits from 
the Pastors.  Than you for your thoughts and prayers. 
Karen Mason 
 
I want to take a minute to express on behalf of all the 
Noetzel clan how much we appreciate all that was 
done to make Jeanne’s memorial service truly memo-
rable.  It takes the effort of many to come away with 
such a beautiful day.  We are blessed to have a won-
derful faith community to lean on during such times.  
Thanks to everyone for not only the service, but all 
the cards, flowers and words of encouragement and 
support.    Henry Noetzel 
 
Dear UPC Friends, 
We send our most sincere thanks for the two sweet 
Easter bunnies that were left our door-what a nice 
surprise!  Also a belated thanks for the Valentine’s 
Day gift bags. It was fun reading through all of the 
cards & notes while enjoying the candy.  We appreci-
ate UPC keeping us in thoughts and prayers. 
Bob & Carolyn Gnepper 

Health and Wellness 

QUEST Youth Groups 

Thank You 

mailto:karen@unitedpc.org
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Mission  

Snack Packs 
Snack Packs Finished for another School Year 
Thank you to everyone who helped us fill snack packs for children at North-
moor Elementary. We want to offer special thanks to Lois Hultgren and 
Venisa Brown who helped organize and prepare the snack packs for filling all 
year. Thank you to everyone who donated food and money, too. We packed 
close to 1500 snack packs. 
 
Peace for Peoria to Host Town Hall Event 

Meeting Will Bring Together Local Civic,  
Business, and Religious Leaders 

to Answer Community's Questions About Islam 
 

Peace for Peoria will host a Q&A at the Peoria Civic Center Theater on Mon-
day, May 16 from 7:00-8:30pm.  A panel of local civic, business, and religious 
leaders will answer questions from attendees about Islam and Muslims in an 
effort to promote peace and understanding through education. 
 
Opening remarks will be delivered by Caterpillar CEO Doug Oberhelman, 
OSF President Michael Cruz, Unity Point President Debbie Simon, and Brad-
ley University President Gary Roberts, with a panel Q&A session to follow. 
Mayor Jim Ardis will provide closing remarks. 
 
Peace for Peoria is accepting questions ahead of the event to determine 
which questions are asked most and ensure those are addressed. To submit 
your question, email Questions@peaceforpeoria.com.  
To RSVP for the event, go to www.PeaceforPeoria.com. 
 
Peace for Peoria is an interfaith alliance dedicated to fighting fear by open-
ing doors and hearts, bringing people of diverse faiths together in opposi-
tion to irrational fear of Islam and Muslims, building loving relationships 
rooted in the traditions of each faith without denying their differences, and 
fellowshipping with the entire city of Peoria. 

This event follows Peace for Peoria's March 7 kickoff, "Know Islam. Know 
Peace." Over 700 people attended the standing-room-only interfaith unity 
event at the Islamic Foundation of Peoria. 

Thanks  

The family of Lorraine Gift Bunker 
extends a very warm thank you for 
all the cards, calls, prayers and other 
acts of kindness shown our family at 
the passing of Lorraine.  The flowers 
really meant a lot to Bill. 
Bill Bunker & Family 
 
Trish, Thanks so much for your help 
again with organizing our wheelchair 
basketball dinner.  We appreciate 
the church allowing us to use the 
facility.  This year we served almost 
100 players and their families and 
everyone found the building to be be 
very convenient.  Hope you have a 
great summer.   
Maggie Donahue, Rotary Club  
 
I wish to give a big “Thank You” to all 
my church family at UPC for all your 
thoughts and prayers during my hos-
pital stay.  To Pastor Stephen, Pastor 
Patricia, and Kirsten for their many 
visits and the beautiful lily and rose.  
Thank you to all the visits from family 
and friends.  I thank Danny for all 
that he has been through with his 
health problems,  for all the blessings 
from the Lord, and for doctors and 
nurses.  I would be in big trouble 
without them.  Thank you very much. 
God Bless you all.  You all mean so 
much to me. 
Love, Rose Dickerson 
 

mailto:Questions@peaceforpeoria.com
http://www.PeaceforPeoria.com
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Church Life  

Presbytery Night at the Ballpark! 
June 18, 2016 at 7:00PM 
Join Pastor Patricia and friends from UPC and oth-
ers from churches in the Presbytery of Great Rivers 
for a night at the Dozer Ball Park. Tickets are $8 
and must be purchased in advance in the church 
office by May 27. There will be music and fireworks 
immediately following the ballgame. 
 

 
 
 

 
Communion Subs Needed 
Worship and Arts is creating a Communion Sub list 
of Elders not currently serving on Session willing to 
serve Communion as the need arises.  Please con-
tact Trish Deppermann in the church office with 
your name, phone and email address.  Training ses-
sions will be provided upon request. 
Worship & Arts Committee 
 
Library News 
Thanks to Pastor Patricia, the following new books 
are available in the library. 
The Good and Beautiful Community by James Smith 
The Jesus Creed by Scot McKnight 
What’s So Amazing About Grace by Philip Yancy 
Practice Resurrection by Eugene Peterson 
 
These books will be displayed on the round tables 
until such time as we place them on the correct 
shelves.  We hope you find these new offerings 
helpful. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Life is offering another 
HOW TO Seminar! 

Saturday, May 21, 10:00 am 
How To…Arrange Summer Flowers and Bouquets 

Hosted by Sandy Nott 
Fellowship Hall  

No registration necessary. 

UPC Hiking Group 
Our first hike is scheduled for May 11 at 5:30 pm. We will 
meet at the Forest Park Visitor Center parking lot. All are 
welcome to join us for hiking. If you are new to the group 
we ask that you contact the church office.  Other hikes are 
being planned for the season. You can join in the planning 
discussion by joining our Facebook group. Contact Pastor 
Patricia if you are interested. 
 

BUNCO 
May 13 at 7:00 pm in Fellowship Hall 
There will be snacks and prizes.  If you want more info, con-
tact Eunice @688-8458 or Betty @ 822-8500. 
 
Anna Circle 
Thursday, May 12th, 6:00 pm at WeaverRidge.  Mission: 
Share the Warmth Blanket Ministry.  This will be the last 
meeting before the summer break. 
 
Ruth Circle 
May 9th at 1:00 pm 
Devotions: Ann Canham 
Hostess: Lilli Nettell 
Chapter 7 of Becoming a Woman of Prayer 

 

Eating Together 
 
Men’s Breakfast: May 12 at 9:00 am at Le Peep 
 
Local Lunch: May 16 at 12:00 pm at the Burger  
Barge (new location on corner of Sheridan and Lake) 
 
Ladies Night Out: May 19 at Avanti’s on Knoxville.  
Eat at 6:00 pm. RSVP to: Eunice @ 688-8458 or Betty 
@ 822-8500. 
 
Thursday Lunch Bunch: May 19 at Maria’s in Wash-
ington at 11:45 am. 

News and Notes 


