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February Worship Schedule 
 
Sunday, February 4 
Communion Sunday 
Isaiah 40:21-31; Mark 1:29-39 
“Raised Up to Serve” Rev. Laura 
 
Sunday, February 11 
Transfiguration of Our Lord 
2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9 
“Listen to Him!” Karen Miller 
 
Wednesday, February 12 
Ash Wednesday, 7:00 am  
Psalm 84; Hebrews 2:10-18 
“The Pioneer of Our Salvation” Rev. Laura 
6:30 pm 
Psalm 91 
“On Eagle’s Wings” Rev. Laura 
 
Sunday, February 18 
Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-10 
“And God Remembered” Rev. Laura 
 
Wednesday, February 21 
Lenten Series 11:30 am 
Rev. Laura  
 
Sunday, February 21 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22:23-31 
“We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight”  
Rev. Laura 
 
Wednesday, February 28 
Lenten Series 11:30 am 
Rev. Laura  
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Interested in joining United Presbyterian Church?   
Contact the pastor or visit our website at:   www.unitedpc.org. 
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Pray for the Holy Spirit to empower the church. 

Church Leadership 
 
Session                                 Laurie Hartshorn, Clerk of Session 

Session Committee Liaisons 
Church Life    Charlotte Cronin 
Hospitality & Growth   Linda Kelley 
Christian Education   Cindy Shipley 
Human Resources   Alicia McKeighan & Pam Madden 
Member Care    Mary Jo Mays & Deb Hanson 
Mission     Jenna Hague 
Properties    Don Hartshorn 
Stewardship & Finance   Megan McKeighan & Tim Cole 
Worship & the Arts   Mark Hanson  & Christy Tharenos 
Preschool    Kathy Nordvall 

Class of 2020 
Tim Cole 
Deb Hanson 
Don Hartshorn 
Pam Madden 
Alexis Maloof 

Class of 2018 
Jenna Hague 
Mark Hanson 
Linda Kelley 
Ralph Krall 
Cindy Shipley  

Class of 2019 
Charlotte Cronin 
Mary Jo Mays 
Alicia McKeighan 
Megan McKeighan 
Kathy Nordvall 
 

Board of Deacons 

Class of 2020 
Bill Barrett 
Judi Beck 
Audrey Beeney 
Pat Bensing 
Theresa Buley 
Betty Downard 
Ann Gropp 
Megan Marsh 
Nancy Thompson 

Class of 2018 
Victoria Best 
Marcia Boyer 
Rose Dickerson 
Vicki Ghidina 
Angie Gross 
Laurie Hartshorn 
Michael Kelley 
Ron Kirchgessner 
Charlene Mousty 
Sandy Nott 
Rose Schmollinger 
Trudy Sholtz 

Class of 2019 
Theresa Bender 
Ken Krancher 
John Madden 
Sue McGill 
Rick Noetzel 
Deb Paul 
Nancy Pogue 
Bev Ranson 
Myrna Schwarz 
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    When I was ordained as a minister I stopped belonging to a congregation and starting belonging to the same presbyter-
ies as the congregations I serve.  In 25 years, I’ve joined five presbyteries:  Blackhawk, Southeastern Illinois, Wabash Val-
ley, Chicago and now Great Rivers.  When I move, I join the presbytery and serve a congregation.        
 
     During the brief time I’m with a congregation, I support all the ministries and missions.  I give to every appeal for finan-
cial support as well as of my time and talents.  Mostly I do this because I’ve never figured out how to lead while sitting on 
my hands!  I also do it because I love and am committed to the ways we organize ourselves as Presbyterians which flows 
from what we believe about God, who calls us to yield to God’s sovereign authority.  Experiencing God as Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit helps us perceive God entering into our human history, loving us profoundly and accompanying us in the living 
of and for the living of our days.  Because we know God is super connected to us and in return wants us connected right 
back while also connected with our neighbors, we express this knowledge in how we structure our churches.  We connect 
with others, so that together we can build up the whole body of Christ.  We don’t do everything from scratch, all alone 
where we are, without input and support.  We are interconnected on purpose.   
 
     We network regionally in presbyteries, by synods within states and across the nation through the General Assembly.  I 
would not be the pastor I am today without the support, resources, opportunities, education and ministries available 
within the whole PCUSA.  I would not be your interim if I had not been referred to you by the Synod. This congregation will 
benefit immeasurably from connection as we conduct the search for a new pastor.  This connectionalism which I experi-
ence daily is also available in many forms to each and every one of you.  For instance, I was Karin Spaulding’s preaching 
instructor when she studied with the Synod to acquire the training to become a commissioned lay pastor.  Education has 
been a primary focus for us for 500 years, which is why the Synod would create an academy to train elders for leadership.  
Karin paid about 200.00 each weekend she spent in training (room and board) and I was paid 50.00 to teach Karin for each 
weekend I spent with her (12 contact hours each time) and for the 30+ hours I spent outside the classroom before and 
after class sessions.  A bargain for her, a privilege for me, a benefit to the larger church because we were equipping elders 
for leadership.  Just one of myriad examples of your per capita dollars at work.   
 
     I don’t choose the presbytery I belong to, my membership comes as part of accepting a congregation’s invitation to be-
come their interim.  Sometimes I’m not too impressed by how a presbytery is doing when I enter it.  Yet just as UPC’s min-
istries are as strong as the volunteers supporting them, a presbytery’s ministries are as strong as the volunteers providing 
support there.  When I join a presbytery, I choose to be the difference I want to see.  Frankly I’m puzzled as to why UPC, 
which should be a flagship church, does not provide presbytery leadership in proportion to our size and our variety of 
leadership gifts.  I just began service in Great Rivers on COM and continue to serve in the Synod of Lincoln Trails as I have 
for 30 years.   
 
     God showers me daily with so many blessings I simply lose track.  I always seek ways to respond with thanks in giving 
back.  Sunday, I made a $100.00 contribution to UPC’s per capita apportionment for 2018 even though I have zero respon-
sibility to consider making such a gift.  I consider the per capita apportionment, which costs less than .09 per day, or 32.00 
per person this year, a real bargain.  Through this gift, I support my neighbors who may not be able to make such an extra 
offering to UPC while living into my promise to be “…governed by our church’s polity…abid(ing) by its discipline…be(ing) a 
friend among (my) colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit.”  (W-
4.4003e) These are just some of the reasons I choose to support the invitation to help with UPC’s per capita apportion-
ment.  
 
     I understand that we don’t talk about per capita very much at UPC which is why I am providing this testimony as to why 
I find this an offering well worth supporting.  I do so with joy each year.  I invite you to consider making your own offering 
to offset UPC’s responsibility to submit some $16000.00 in per capita offerings this year.  Thanks for listening and please 
don’t hesitate to ask more questions.    
 
Blessings, 
Rev. Laura      
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MISSION 

Pastoral Prayers 

Please keep the following in your thoughts and 
prayers: 
Keith Livingston 
Barb Livingston 
Debra Kutter 
Jon Wrigley 
Kim Wrigley 
Dave Nixon 
Josh Swank 
Jim Everett 
Larry Stotts 
Sara Stotts 
Midge Hillard 
Christi Marshall 
Jaxson Harper 
Julie Mills 
Dean Peoples 
Pearl Packard  
Jeff Teal 
Ken Bowers 
Earl Craig  
Our Christian sympathy for the family of Joanne Kern; 
Rudy, Andrew, Rick, and Laurie.  She had been a mem-
ber since 1952. 
 
 
 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
Around the world, millions of people lack access to 
basic opportunities. The three programs supported by 
One Great Hour of Sharing — Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self
-Development of People — all work in different ways 
to serve individuals and communities in need. From 
initial disaster response to ongoing community devel-
opment, their work fits together to provide people 
with safety, sustenance, and hope.  
 
Received during the season of Lent (February 14 – 
April 1), each gift to One Great Hour of Sharing 
(OGHS) helps to improve the lives of people in these 
challenging situations. The Offering provides us a way 
to share God’s love with our neighbors in need. In 
fact, OGHS is the single, largest way that Presbyteri-
ans come together every year to work for a better 
world.  
 
Watch for the OGHS envelopes in the pews. 
 

 

Session Shorts 

The Session met on Tuesday, January 16 and conducted 
the following business:   

 During the Clerk’s report, established our quorum as one 
third, elected the Board of Directors for UPC, elected Dave 
Nixon as Treasurer and Sandy Nott and Charlotte Cronin as 
Presbytery assembly commissioners for the 2/20  meeting. 

 During the Statistical Report noted the deaths of Jan Wag-
ner, Leonard Brown and Joanne Kern and the ordinations 
and/or installations of 15 deacons and elders on Jan. 7. 

 The Session enthusiastically concurred in the use of the 
Tom & Grace Correll Fund to support a new joint mission 
project of Missions and CE.  IN 2018, our youth group and 
members of the missions committee will be cooking a meal 
on third Sundays for people staying at the Salvation Army. 

 The Session approved the receiving of a special offering on 
Sunday, 3/18 to help offset the cost of the Youth Mission 
Trip this summer and asked CE for further details about 
fundraising plans to help the Session determine its own 
support for this event. 

 The Session approved the service of Communion on the 
first Sundays of the month through 1/6/2019 and home 
communion visits on the Monday immediately following 
those Sundays as recommended by Worship and the Arts.  
Session also concurred in the recommendations of W & A 
to set the times for the Ash Wednesday services at 7:00 AM 
and 6:30 PM, and to place on sabbatical for 2018 the wor-
ship services which had been held in 2017 on the same 
Tuesday evening as Session meetings (usually Celtic ser-
vices).  Other special worship services to be held in 2018 
will be brought to the Session for approval as they are 
scheduled. 

 Session concurred with the recommendation of Member 
Care to release Mark and Audrey Nielsen to their new 
church home. 

 The Session also received reports from all the committees 
and boards able to meet since the December meeting be-
fore turning their attention to the first quarterly report of 
the Interim Pastor.  The Session engaged in a vigorous dis-
cussion on the IP’s insights and voted to establish a Mission 
Study Task Force (MSTF) to do the Mission study for the 
Session for the pastor search process.  This is not the Pastor 
Nominating Committee (PNC) which will be elected later 
this year by the congregation to search for the pastor.  This 
is a task force of the Session charged with the first steps of 
discerning who we are and what God wants us to do and be 
going forward at UPC.  The IP will work with Nominating to 
identify and recruit 9 members for service on this task force 
(which will serve till the early fall).  All members of the 
MSTF will be confirmed by the Session for this service.  
There being no further business, the Session adjourned 
with prayer until the next regular meeting of February 20. 



 

 

Christian Education 
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VIVID 
Sunday, February 11  
(Will meet a week later due to the Super Bowl on Feb. 4) 
4:00 pm 
Join us as we explore some new ways to spend time with 

God this year. We will relax with some simple yoga moves 

for all ages set to a Bible story, meditate and walk through 

a prayer labyrinth, and mandala coloring. These are all 

wonderful ways to come close to God in the quiet. Dinner 

will be served. 

 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
Tuesday, February 13 
5:00 –7:00 pm 
$10 Adults/$5 Children 
Join us for all you can eat pancakes, sausage, and bacon. 

We will also have a topping bar full of everything to make 

your pancakes extra special. Specialty coffees will be of-

fered  for an extra fee. There will be fun stuff for kids and 

adults with a Mardi Gras theme. We hope that you will join 

us and invite friends. The proceeds benefit the youth 

group and their trip to Orlando this summer. 

 

Lenten Activities 
Lent begins on Wednesday February 14.    We will have 
two services that day (Ash Wednesday) – a half hour ser-
vice at 7:00 am and an evening service at 6:30 pm.   Rev. 
Laura will be hosting a Lenten Brown Bag Bible Study on 
the next five Wednesdays of Lent (2/21-3/21) from 11:30 
am to 1:00 pm in Room 105. We will be using Marjorie 
Thompson’s study on “Forgiveness”.   We will begin each 
session with fellowship (bring your own lunch if you want 
to eat), then do the study and a brief closing worship.  For 
planning purposes, please pre-register on the clipboard at 
the Welcome Center or through the church office. 

Women’s Bible Study 
Get your surveys in. Pick one up at welcome center or 
talk to Karen. Christian Education committee will begin 
getting things organized at their next meeting and get 
moving on starting some wonderful studies and possi-
bly even more wonderful relationships. 
 

Adult Sunday School 
9 am Sunday Education Hour 
What’s So Amazing About Grace 
Sewing Room 
Everyone is welcome  if you want to know how amazing 
grace really is.  Take a good look at the broken world it 
heals.  Philip Yancey invites you and your friends to ex-
perience discussion-prompting encounters with God’s 
radical, life changing gift. 
 
Note: Children 3+ are welcome to join us upstairs in the 

Sunday school rooms for activities and the nursery will 

be available during the 9 am classes. 

Worship & the Arts 

 

 

 

Rooted and Grounded  

in Love 

Covenant Gathering 2018 

July 8, 4:00 pm to  
July 13, 11:00 am 

       Geneva Center,  
Rochester, IN 

 
We are thrilled to announce… 

 
The Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson 

Stated Clerk, PCUSA 
Will be joining us at  

Covenant Gathering 2018 
 

Don’t miss this opportunity. 
Registration opening soon. 

www.covenantgathering.com 
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Parish Nurse 

Love Your Heart 
February is Heart Health month, but do you really 
know how to take care of your heart? Your heart is 
a very important part of your body and should be 
cared for accordingly. The following are some easy 
suggestions to get you started on your journey to 
love your heart. 
 
Eat a Variety of Foods 
Check your plate- is there something from at least 3
-4 food groups? Challenge yourself to try new foods 
within each group. The more variety the easier it is 
to get all the vitamins and minerals you need. 
 
Get Moving 
Find an active hobby you enjoy. Exercise doesn’t 
have to happen on a treadmill. Go for a walk, 
dance, swim, bike, hike, play with kids or grandkids. 
The important thing is to get your heart pumping. 
 
Stay Away from Smoking 
Don’t smoke and avoid secondhand smoke. It dam-
ages your heart and blood vessels and it lowers 
your good cholesterol. This makes you more likely 
to have problems like cardiovascular disease or a 
heart attack. 
 
Get the Best Bang for Your Buck 
You spend your money wisely- use the same 
thought process for your calories. Choose foods 
that give you lots of vitamins, minerals and fiber for 
fewer calories. 
 
Your heart is working all day, every day to deliver 
nutrients to every part of your body. Eating well, 
exercising, and avoiding smoking will lower your 
chances of cardiovascular disease, heart attack, and 
stroke, and will keep your heart healthy for years to 
come. 
 
Be Well, 
Kirsten Tharp, RN, BSN 
Parish Nurse 
 

Source www.osfhealthcare.org 

Heart Health Sunday is February 4 
Sunday, February 4 is Heart Health Sunday. All members are 
invited to Wear Red to worship. The Health and Wellness 
team will have a special display in the fellowship hall about 
heart health, blood pressure screenings and heart healthy 
snacks. 
 

Share God’s love with a Valentine 
UPC has several members unable to participate in worship 
or events at the church. Please consider sharing a card or 
note with them this Valentine’s Day. A list of names as well 
as Valentine’s bags to drop your cards in will be available in 
the fellowship hall through February 4th. 
 

LIVE, LOVE, LENT- Lenten Wellness Challenge 
Are you interested in eating better but need a little motiva-
tion? Do want to make exercise part of your daily routine 
but are not sure where to start? Are you in need of encour-
agement to read the Bible or spend time in prayer? Do you 
need a little extra accountability to accomplish some goals? 
The Health and Wellness team would like to challenge you 
to LIVE, LOVE, LENT- a six week personal wellness challenge 
that anyone can do. It includes challenges for healthier eat-
ing, incorporating simple exercise, looking at healthy habits 
and increasing prayer/Bible time. It will challenge you to 
look at how you are living and who you are living for. LIVE, 
LOVE, LENT will begin on Wednesday, February 14. Sign up 
at the display in the fellowship hall, by calling the church 
office or emailing kirstenrn@unitedpc.org. 

 
 
 
 
 

God’s Natural World Photo Contest Deadline 
God's Natural World Photo Contest deadline for submissions 
is February 25th.  Now is the time to show off those photos 
you took on UPC Campus. All photos submitted will be dis-
played on our new boards March 11 - 25. 
 
Photographs must capture God's Natural World or people 
connecting with God's Natural World and must be taken 
outdoors on our property. The photos may include people 
but must also include nature or wildlife. Prize categories 
include Preschool-2nd grade, 3rd-5th grade, 6th-8th grade, 
high school/adult and the People's Choice. Submission box 
and rules are in the narthex by the welcome center. 
 
 

Nature Connections 
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Family Movie Afternoon 
Family Movie Afternoon: MOANA 
Saturday, February 10, 2018, 4:00 pm 
Fellowship Hall 
Everyone is welcome. Popcorn and water will be provided. 

Local Lunch 
Local lunch will held at the new Cracked Pepper location 
in the Metro Center (1108 W Glen Ave) on Mon-
day, February 19th. Hope to see you there. No sign-up 
required. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anna Circle 
When: Thursday, Feb. 8th, 6:00 pm 
Where:  Weaver Ridge 
Lesson: Chapter 4, The Girl’s Still Got It 
Mission: Share the Warmth Blanket Ministry 

 
 
 
 

Per Capita 
Blue Per Capita envelopes are now in the pews.  Per capita 
per member is $32.00 for 2018.  Per Capita is a voluntary 
apportionment used to finance the leadership work of 
governing bodies above the level of the session. It would 
be helpful if each member paid his/her own per capita as 
a part of extra mile giving by the end of February.   

Church Life 

Good Shepherd and Holy Communion 
After Time with Young Disciples in worship 
Upstairs Sunday school rooms 
In February, we will be doing a Godly Play/Rotation 
Model Hybrid that the kids are going to love. We 
will combining worship, science, art and more as we 
explore stories from the Bible. Although the classes 
will be learning the same things each week, activi-
ties will be geared toward the specific age groups. 
 

Note: On 1st Sunday, 3rd – 6th grade will be in wor-
ship and the two younger classes will return for 
Communion and the end of the service. Parents can 
pick up children in the balcony. If you would not like 
your child to receive the Lord’s Supper, please let us 
know. 
 

In an attempt to further expose our children to the 
wonder of worship, starting February, we will bring 
children into the balcony for the closing hymn. Chil-
dren will meet with parents sitting in the balcony or 
sit with teachers where they will be picked up there. 
 

There are 3 classes: 
PreK – Kindergarten 
1st -2nd grade 
3rd -6th grade 
 

February 4: We will hear the Good Shepherd and 
Holy Communion story through Godly Play and 
hope to return to worship in time for Communion. 
(3rd – 6th grade will be in Worship) 
 

February 11: We will experience the story through 
prayer stations. 
 

February 18: We will create art through the story. 
 

February 25: We will all gather together in the 
kitchen to make pretzels and talk about Commun-
ion in the Chapel. Children may be picked up in Fel-
lowship Hall. 
 

Eating Together 
 

Ladies Night Out:  February 15, 2018. (watch for de-
tails of location)  RSVP to Eunice at 688-8458 or Betty 
at 822-8500.  Come early and visit. 

Children’s Sunday School 

Stewardship Note 



 

 

JUMP START – a youth group for ages 8-11. 
RUSH – a youth group for ages 12-15. 
QUEST – a youth group for ages 16+. 
 

JUMP START 
(This will be before VIVID so we do not upset our routine. Chil-
dren attending VIVID are welcome to stay and play in the gym 
until then.) 
Sunday, February 11  
2:00 – 3:15 pm 
Join us for devotion, games, and snack in Fellowship Hall. 
 

RUSH/QUEST  
Sunday, February 4 
Super Bowl Party 
5:00 pm – End of the game 
Join us as we watch the game on the big screen and eat lots of 
snacks. 
 

RUSH /QUEST  
Sunday, February 18  
Serve Dinner at Salvation Army 
4:30 – 6:00 pm 
 

PANCAKE SUPPER 
Tuesday, February 13 
Fundraiser for Mission Trip 
4:30 – 7:30 pm 
Plan to come and help as this is one of our largest fundraisers for 
our mission trip. We are adding some new features and will have 
plenty of work to go around. Shifts are ok, just give me the time 
you can work. 
 
 

 

OLIVER’S PIZZA 
Last Sunday of every month 
starting February 25th 
3300 W. Willow Knolls Dr.   
5:00 pm 
Please mention that you are 

there for the UPC youth 

when you order as all pro-

ceeds go directly to the 

youth mission trip fund. Due to the success of our last one here, 

Oliver’s has guaranteed extra staff on these nights, so please be 

sure to join us. It is a wonderful time of fellowship and great 

food. Carryout is available. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Youth Groups 
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Hospitality and Growth 
Greeters are needed on Sunday morning from 
9:30—9:55 am.  A sign-up sheet is located on the 
bulletin board in the narthex.  Two people or a 
family is needed for both doors.  If you have any 
questions contact: 
Theresa Bender at 217-899-3386 or email her at 
Theresa.bender@comcast.net. 
 

Hold the Date 
Hold the date of April 28, 2018 for a party.  A 
program and open house will be held in honor of 
Rev. Laura’s 25th anniversary of her ordination.  
Watch for more details forthcoming. 
 

Tai Chi Donation 
A donation from the Tai Chi Society of the USA 
was recently received in the amount of $463.75.  
This represents the time of instruction from 
July—December of 2017.  They also donated 135 
food items to the church food panty.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from the Pews 



 

 

Worship & the Arts 

From Aaron Schultz 
If I were to ask you what your favorite season of the church 
year, you would probably answer... 
 
Let me guess....Lent? 
 
Nope, I didn’t think so. If we truly let the texts, songs, and 
prayers lead us through the 40 days of Lent, we are con-
fronted with very difficult and existential questions...why 
does God love me? What does it mean to be both sinful and 
sacred? How does redemption affect the way I receive the 
grace of God and extend grace to my neighbor? What does 
it mean to live into my salvation? When will the brokenness 
in our lives be mended and made new? 
 
Lent is not an easy season to get through. 
 
As I wrote in my essay last month, liturgical seasons are im-
portant because they offer us a particular rhythm to apply 
to our lives. 
 
Every Sunday is a little Easter in that we proclaim the Good 
News of Jesus Christ and are reminded of the significance of 
the great mystery of faith (Christ has died, Christ is Risen, 
Christ will come again). But if we take a few steps back we 
can see broader themes at work depending on what time of 
year we are in. 
 
What are your plans for Lent? 
 
If this question is met by a blank stare, let me suggest a few 
things. 
 
First, don’t run away from the tensions, questions, and re-
alities of the Lenten rhythm. Live into it. Be challenged by it. 
Look for God in it. 
 
Second, invite others on the Lenten journey with you. Find 
someone you love and allow them into what you are wres-
tling with currently. Meet for coffee or drinks a few times 
during Lent and come prepared with questions such as...If 
someone were observing my life, would they consider me 
to be a grace-filled person or someone who holds grudges? 
What in my life is a source of beauty and how do I pursue 
it? How can I be an agent of resurrection in Peoria? The 40 
days of Lent and the Great 50 Days of Easter are not meant 
to be traveled alone; they are meant to be observed in 
community. 
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I will leave you with a few stanzas from a Lenten 
hymn by Fanny Crosby: 
 
 Near the cross, a trembling soul, 
 Love and mercy found me; 
 There the Bright and Morning Star 
 Shed His beams around me.  
 
 Near the cross! O lamb of God, 
 Bring its scenes before me; 
 Help me walk from day to day 
 With its shadow o'er me. 
 

 

Stream Sermons on the UPC Website 
Good news! You can now listen to sermons on 
the go from UPC. Just go to the sermons page on 
our website and click to stream the audio version 
of the sermons. From this point on we will just be 
offering the stream-able version of the sermons 
so you don't have to be on Wi-Fi to enjoy. Visit 
the link below to give it a try: 
 
http://unitedpc.org/worship/sermons/ 
 

Interested in Joining  
Music Ensembles? 
Do you have any musical interest or abilities? If 
so, please consider joining one of our music en-
sembles. We are always looking for people to 
sing and/or play instruments during our many 
worshipping opportunities. If you have a busy 
schedule and can only make it to rehearsals peri-
odically, that is completely fine. Just talk to 
Aaron Schultz after worship services or email him 
at aschultz@unitedpc.org for more information. 
 

 

http://unitedpc.org/worship/sermons/
mailto:aschultz@unitedpc.org


 

 

News in the Pews 
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Thank You 
Thanks for all the prayers, thoughts and other acts of kindness shown 
me while I was in the hospital. 
Betty Keller 
 
To UPC, 
Thank you for allowing our group to use your lovely facility for our 
meetings.  We are truly grateful.  Happy New Year. 
Central Illinois Families Anonymous  
Note: A generous donation was accompanied by this note. 
 
Just a note to thank you for the beautiful red rose that appeared in my 
hospital room.  It brightened up the room and was pretty a long time.  I 
appreciate the cards, thoughts, prayers, and especially the visits from 
Shirley Poshard and Rev. Laura.  Thank you all. 
Sincerely,  Mil Berry 
 
A Big UPC Thank You! 
We give thanks today to Don and Laurie Hartshorn for the decision they 
made in preparing for Don’s retirement to turn to UPC as their first 
choice donor site to be the recipient of furniture, equipment and sup-
plies.  Staff jumped right on the opportunity, with Trish and Aaron mak-
ing a field trip to communicate options.  Staff selected what would 
serve our purposes and Trish asked Bob McDowell to organize a moving 
crew.  On January 23rd, Don Hartshorn managed everything exiting his 
office and Jim Baldwin, Rodger and Trish Deppermann, Dwight Jones, 
Bob McDowell, Craig Mousty, Bill Seelye and Gary Stalnaker all dedi-
cated their time moving all of the furniture and much of the equipment 
and supplies to UPC.  It took all day.  Trish and Johnny Williams had 
done much to prepare spaces to receive the incoming donations and 
Bob, Dwight, Johnny and Trish were seen throughout the balance of the 
week securing shelving to walls, getting furniture to exactly the right 
places and filling all the new shelving units up.  Even if you never no-
ticed the “Before” you will love “after” storage capacities and new of-
fice set ups.  Please take a moment to say “Thanks!” to any of these 
donors and great workers listed.  Free tours are offered throughout the 
week.  It’s this great and effective team work that makes UPC so spe-
cial! 
 
 
Another Thank You 
Our newest member, Brian Holfelner, loves to work with wood.  Have 
you noticed the new shelving unit he built and installed in the Narthex 
before Christmas?  It’s right under the stained glass window nearest to 
the screen for announcements and was built to be accessible to kids for 
picking up their worship supplies on Sundays. 
 

Snack Pack Needs 
Currently the only snack pack need is juice 
boxes.  No pouches please.  Thank you in ad-
vance for your contribution to this important 
ministry of UPC. 



 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    1 
8:30 Exercise 
1:30 Tai Chi 
6:00 Bereavement 

2 
6:30 Hand and 
Foot 

3 

4 
Communion 
Blood Pressure 
Screening 
9:00 Adult Ed 
10:00 Worship/
Sunday School 
11:00 Fellowship 
5:00 RUSH/QUEST 
Super Bowl Party 

5 
8:30 Exercise 
5:30 Member 
Care 
6:00 Tai Chi 
6:30 Properties 
6:30 Church Life 
7:00 Troop #333 
 

6 
9:30 PASG General 
Meeting 
1:30 Tai Chi 
3:00 Bereavement 
6:30 Den #233 
6:30 Families 
Anonymous 

7 
8:30 Pastors’ 
Bible Study 
1:00 Staff Meeting 
5:30 Bells 
6:00 Nature Con-
nections  
6:15 Choir 
7:00 Preschool  
7:15 Worship 
Band 

8 
8:30 Exercise 
11:30 PASGDTS 
1:30 Tai Chi 
6:00 Anna Circle 
6:00 Bereavement 
6:30 Stewardship & 
Finance 

9 
7:00 BUNCO 

10 
4:00 Family Movie 
Night 
Mission @ Hague’s 

11 
9:00 Adult Ed 
10:00 Worship/
Sunday School 
11:00 Fellowship 
11:15 Christian Ed 
11:15 Worship & 
Arts 
2:00 JUMP START 
4:00 VIVID 
 
 

12 
8:30 Exercise 
1:00 Parent’s 
Bereavement 
6:00 Foundation  
6:00 Tai Chi 
7:00 Troop #333 

13 
9:30 PASG Board 
Meeting 
10:00 Independ-
ence Village Service 
1:30 Tai Chi 
3:00 Bereavement 
4:00 Shrove Tues-
day Pancake Sup-
per 
6:00 HR 
6:30 Den #233 
6:30 Families 
Anonymous 

14 
7:00 AM Ash 
Wednesday Serv. 
8:00 CHIMES 
INFO DUE IN 
OFFICE 
8:30 Pastors’ 
Bible Study 
11:30 PEO BX 
5:15 Bells 
No Choir 
6:30 Ash Wednes-
day Service 
No Worship Band 

15 
8:30 Exercise 
1:30 Tai Chi 
6:00 Ladies Night 
Out 
6:00 Bereavement 

16 
8:00 Session 
Packet Info Due 
in the office 

17 

18 
9:00 Adult Ed 
10:00 Worship/
Sunday School 
11:00 Fellowship 
4:00 Sports  
4:30 RUSH/QUEST 
serve at Salvation 
Army 

19 NO Preschool 
8:30 Exercise 
11:30 PASGB 
12:00 Local Lunch 
@ Cracked Pep-
per 
6:00 Tai Chi 
7:00 Troop #333 

20 
9:30 PGR @ 5 
Points, Washington 
1:30 Tai Chi 
3:00 Bereavement 
6:30 Den #233 
6:30 Families 
Anonymous 
7:00 Session 

21 
8:30 Pastors’ 
Bible Study 
11:30 Lenten 
Series Brown Bag  
11:30 ANG 
1:00 Staff Meeting 
1:00 Collate 
CHIMES 
5:30 Bells 
6:15 Choir 
7:15 Worship 
Band 

22 
8:30 Exercise 
11:30 PASGK 
1:30 Tai Chi 
6:00 Bereavement 

23 24 
9:30 Share the 
Warmth 

25 
9:00 Adult Ed 
10:00 Worship/
Sunday School 
11:00 Town Hall 
Meeting 
11:00 Fellowship 
11:30 Ask the Pas-
tor 
7:00 Hymns & Hops 
4:00 Sports  
Last day to submit 
photos 

26 
8:30 Exercise 
10:30 Ask the 
Pastor 
1:00 Parent’s 
Bereavement 
6:00 Tai Chi 
7:00 Troop #333 

27 
10:00 PGR COM 
10:00 Independ-
ence Village Service 
11:30 PASGNP 
1:30 Tai Chi 
3:00 Bereavement 
6:30 Den #233 
6:30 Families 
Anonymous 
6:30 Stephen Minis-
try Supervision 

28 
8:30 Pastors’ 
Bible Study 
9:30 PASGSS 
11:30 Lenten 
Series Brown Bag 
 5:30 Bells 
6:15 Choir 
7:15 Worship 
Band 
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